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PHRASEOLOGY – GROUND 

 

This document is intended for simulation use only on the IVAO network! Do not use for real 

life or in other networks. 

 

In this document we will teach you to use the correct phraseology used by a Ground 

controller. 

At this stage you should already be familiar with the duties of a Ground controller. The 

examples in this document are for reference only, and should not be used during your 

online sessions. 

Before starting with this document, make sure you have read the PHRASEOLOGY – GENERAL 

and – DELIVERY documents. 

 

ISSUE OF CLEARANCE AND READ-BACK 
GENERAL REMARKS 

Controllers should pass a clearance slowly and clearly since the pilot needs to write down all 

the taxiways you are going to assign him, thus avoiding wasteful repetition.  

 

A read-back is intended to check whether or not the pilot understood everything correctly, 

the pilot will read-back the things he/she understood from your transmission, so always 

make sure you pass a clearance slowly and clearly. Always make sure the pilot gives a correct 

read-back of the taxi clearance. 

 

CL EARANCE 

The clearance is the authorisation for an aircraft to proceed under conditions specified by 

the ATC. In the case of a ground controller, this would be a push back clearance or taxi 

clearance. 

 

Pushback clearance 

A pushback clearance will be given to an aircraft once requested. That clearance will allow 

the aircraft to push from the gate onto the taxiway. 

 

A pushback is very straight forward:  

[Aircraft call sign], push and start approved 

 



PHRASEOLOGY - Ground 

Author: Stas Jessy & Yentl Vervoort © IVAO BeLux pg. 2 

A pushback clearance can also include a restriction, for example the pilot can push after 

another aircraft has passed: 

 

[Aircraft call sign], behind [Aircraft company and type], moving [from - to], push and start 

approved, on [taxiway], facing [direction]* 

 

Note*: Normally  this instructions should not be given except if the situation requires it (i.e. EBBR 

Apron 1 South – push onto S) or in any other non-standard situation where confusion is possible. 

Taxi clearance 

A taxi clearance will be given when the pilot is ready and once requested. It will contain the 

names of all the taxiways the pilot has to use to join the assigned holding point of the 

runway. 

 

A taxi clearance should always include the following: 

[Aircraft call sign], taxi to [Holding point], runway [active runway], via [Taxiways], QNH [QNH]. 

 

As soon as you don’t need him anymore on OUT6/INN6/OUT7/INN7, transfer him to TWR. 

To cross an active runway, the aircraft will be transferred to the tower controller since , the 

ground controller is not responsible for the runways,. If the aircraft needs to taxi after the 

runway crossing, it might be transferred back to the ground controller (i.e. from apron 9 – 

crossing A7-B8 – to B1). 

EX AMPL E 

 ATC | Pilot 

 

 
Brussels Ground, BEL987 request push-back, Gate 168. 

 
BEL987, behind Thomas Cook Airbus 320 from left to right, push and start approved 

 
Behind the Thomas Cook Airbus 320, push and start approved, BEL987 

  

 
Brussels Ground, BEL987 requesting taxi. 

 
BEL987, taxi to Holding point B1, Runway 25R via Inners. QNH 1016 

 
Taxi to Holding Point B1, Runway 25R via the Inners, QNH 1016 , BEL987 

  

 
Reaching B1, ready for departure, BEL987. 

 
BEL987, contact Brussels Tower 120.775 

 
120.775, BEL987 
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T RAF FI C SEQUENCING –  T HE USE OF CL EARANCE L IMIT  

Of course, from time to time there will be more than one aircraft be moving on the ground. 

Down here you can find the phraseology to be used in case you want an aircraft to give way 

to another aircraft.  

 

Actually there are two options to do that. The first option is to give a complete taxi clearance 

when his requesting taxi, to later on asking him to proceed behind another aircraft. A few 

options in the phraseology are available: 

 

 [Aircraft call sign], give way to [Aircraft company and type*], coming from your  [Right 

or left], (going to [his direction]) ** 

 

 [Aircraft call sign], continue as number [number in sequence] behind [Aircraft 

company and type], coming from your  [Right or left]  

 

Note *: An aircraft is described with the company name and the standard name, for example “ the 

Jetairfly Boeing 737”. So if it’s a B737-500 or B737-900 doesn’t matter. 

 

Note ** The direction of the aircraft which has priority can be mentioned but it’s optional depending 

if the situation asks for it. For example at a RWY HP, It’s obvious that all the planes are there for 

departure so this is inconvenient information. It is worth mentioning it for example in EBBR if an 

aircraft in going to B3 instead of B1 because it’s non-standard. 

  

The first option is more suitable for situations where a plane meets another aircraft 

somewhere on the apron or anywhere else which is not the Holding Point area* of the 

active runway.  

The second option is more suitable in the Holding Point area* for a creating a sequence. 

 

Note*: example in EBBR, B1 is the HP in use so OUT 6 & INN6 and OUT7 & INN7 can be considered as 

holding point area to create a sequence. 

 

Examples of both below: 

 

Example 1: 

 
Brussels Ground, BEL1TX requesting taxi. 

 
BEL1TX, taxi to Holding point B1, Runway 25R via R4 and OUTER, QNH 1016 

 
Taxi to Holding Point B1, Runway 25R via R4 and OUTER, QNH 1016 , BEL1AP 

  

 
BEL1TX, give way to the Jetairfly Boeing 737 coming from your right, going to M 

 
Roger, giving way to the Jetairfly Boeing 737, BEL1TX 
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Example 2: 

 
Brussels Ground, BEL1AP requesting taxi. 

 
BEL1AP, taxi to Holding point B1, Runway 25R via OUTERs, QNH 1016 

 
Taxi to Holding Point B1, Runway 25R via the OUTERs, QNH 1016 , BEL1AP 

  

 

BEL1AP, Continue as number two, behind the Iberia Airbus 320 coming from your 

right 

 
Roger, we continue behind the Iberia Airbus 320, BEL1AP 

 

CLEARANCE LIMIT 

Of course the procedure below is only executable on airports which have the infrastructure 

for it. In our FIR, only Brussels Airport is suitable for doing this. It doesn’t mean the 

technique can’t be used elsewhere, but keep in mind you’ll meet more restrictions. The 

examples are based on EBBR. 

 

If it’s busy on the airport you can work with a second way of sequencing, what we call the 

clearance limit method.  

 

Be aware that this is an advanced way of sequencing which is going further then just doing 

ground control. You make the work of the tower more easy and efficient. You need also a 

good knowledge of the SID’s. If you’re not yet at this level, skip this part for a later 

moment! 

 

A sequence is built to increase the number of departures in a certain time period. When 

using this one, you give the pilot a taxi clearance, but not straight to the holding point, but 

until the end of a taxiway. This allows you to bring all departing traffic together to decide 

there which aircraft gets which sequence number. The items which you should take into 

account are:  

 Wake turbulence category 

 SID direction 

 CTOT (not applicable on IVAO 

 

Wake Turbulence 

Due to wake turbulence a B737 has to wait two minutes until he can be released. Therefore 

if you have only two or three other medium departures you can consider to keep the heavy 

plane for the last. 
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SID Direction 

There can be a takeoff every minute if alternating aircrafts have different SID direction      

(i.e. HELEN and SPI @EBBR). Therefore alternate North turning departures with South 

turning departures to increase the capacity! 

 

CAUTION: The CIV 4C SID in EBBR has initially a right turn out, but it crosses the RWY axis 

again! As well the South turning departures leaving from 25R! It should be considered as 

both a N and S turning departure! 

 

On Brussels Airport we have a nice infrastructure to apply this technique. Taxi clearances are 

limited to OUT6 – INN6 – INN7 – OUT7 & W41 can be used either! This means you’re able to 

position five different planes next to each other! 

 

The phraseology used is readable below; 

 

 [Aircraft call sign], taxi to the end of [taxiway you him to wait*], QNH [QNH]. 

 

 [Aircraft call sign], taxi [taxiway you him to wait*] clearance limit, QNH [QNH]. 

 

Note*: You use then OUT6 – INN6 – INN7 – OUT7 

 

Example 1: 

 

 
Brussels Ground, BEL1AP requesting taxi. 

 
BEL1AP, taxi to the end of INNER 6, QNH 1016 

 
Taxi to end of INNER 6, QNH 1016 , BEL1AP 

  

 

BEL1AP, Continue as number two, behind the Iberia Airbus 320 coming from your 

right 

 
Roger, we continue behind the Iberia Airbus 320, BEL1AP 
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Example 2: 

 

 
Brussels Ground, BEL1AP requesting taxi. 

 
BEL1AP, taxi INNER 6, clearance limit, QNH 1016 

 
Taxi to INNER 6, clearance limit, QNH 1016 , BEL1AP 

  

 

BEL1AP, Continue as number two, behind the Iberia Airbus 320 coming from your 

right 

 
Roger, we continue behind the Iberia Airbus 320, BEL1AP 

 

 

 

 

 


